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WATERBURY HOSPITAL’S CHILDCARE CENTER 
AWARDED HIGHEST LEVEL OF ACCREDITATION

WATERBURY – The Children’s Center of Greater Waterbury Health Network, Inc., Waterbury Hospital’s on-site childcare center, recently received the highest level of accreditation from the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) under its new, more stringent requirements. 
The Center was previously accredited under the old standards and is one of the first in the nation to receive this official recognition under the new standards. 
“It was a long, demanding process that required us to review the inner workings of the Center,” said Sonya Lewis, the Center’s Executive Director. “We didn’t just prepare for this accreditation. We committed to maintaining it. It is what you are, not what you get.”

The Children’s Center of Greater Waterbury Health Network, Inc. opened in 1988 as a private organization. It became a hospital affiliate in 1991. The center underwent a vast $3 million transformation and now spans 13,000 square feet. 

Today, 120 children, from ages six weeks to five years old, are enrolled at the center. Enrollment is open to the public and is almost always near capacity.
The Center was assessed on more than 400 criteria in 13 areas. It has two offsite facilities at Chase and Woodrow Wilson elementary schools. Both of those programs received accreditation under NAEYC’s new standards. 

Said Doreen Elnitsky, Chairwoman of the Center’s board and the hospital’s Administrative Director of Behavioral Health, “Not only is Waterbury Hospital one of the few hospitals in the state that offers on-site childcare to its employees, but it now boasts the top certification of its kind.”

With approximately 2,100 employees, Waterbury Hospital is one of the largest private employers in the Greater Waterbury region, and serves a vital role in the economic vitality of Western Connecticut.  It is a private, non-profit acute care teaching hospital licensed for 367 beds and affiliated with the Yale School of Medicine, the University of Connecticut School of Medicine and Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. Founded in 1890 as Waterbury’s first and Connecticut’s fourth hospital, Waterbury Hospital is a full-service community health-care institution with centers of excellence in primary care, behavioral health and orthopaedics.
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