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Archbishop Selects Waterbury Hospital Chaplain to Oversee Pastoral Care Statewide 

The Rev. Richard Bollea to coordinate pastoral care visits at all hospitals and nursing homes within the Archdiocese.

WATERBURY – The Rev. Richard Bollea, who has served as Coordinator of Pastoral Care at Waterbury Hospital for 24 years, has been appointed as the new Coordinator of the Hospital Apostolate for the Archdiocese of Hartford, according to the Office of the Most Rev. Henry J. Mansell, Archbishop of Hartford. 

In his new position, Rev. Bollea, 71, will be responsible for overseeing the coordination of pastoral care visits to the sick and dying at all hospitals and nursing homes within the Archdiocese, according to the Archbishop’s Office. 

“This is a new position in the Archdiocese, and a very important one,” said Archbishop Mansell, who added that Rev. Bollea’s “ . . . distinguished record of dedicated work inspires great confidence that he will handle the responsibilities most effectively.”

“Father Bollea is someone who makes a difference every day,” said John Tobin, President and CEO of Waterbury Hospital. “I cannot think of a more appropriate person to fill this important role because there are very few lives in the Greater Waterbury Area that he has not blessed or touched in a profound way during his tenure with us.”

Rev. Bollea’s appointment, which is effective immediately, will last for three years, and could be renewed. He will also continue in his role as hospital Chaplain and Coordinator of Pastoral Care at Waterbury Hospital.

Rev. Bollea, a Connecticut native who grew up in Windsor Locks, has been a priest for 46 years. For the last 24 years, he has been the Resident Chaplain and Coordinator of Pastoral Care at Waterbury Hospital, where he is widely known and respected for his dedication and compassion toward patients and hospital staff, as well as the numerous leadership roles he has assumed in the community and within the hospital. Rev. Bollea is also a past winner of the Hospital’s Humanitarian of the Year Award, which is given out every year to those who have shown a long record of providing above-and-beyond service or philanthropy to the hospital community. Before joining Waterbury Hospital, Rev. Bollea was the Pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Derby and the Principal of the St. Rose School in New Haven.

With approximately 2,100 employees, Waterbury Hospital is one of the largest private employers in the Greater Waterbury region, and serves a vital role in the economic vitality of Western Connecticut.  It is a private, non-profit acute care teaching hospital licensed for 367 beds and affiliated with the Yale School of Medicine, the University of Connecticut School of Medicine and Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. Founded in 1890 as Waterbury’s first and Connecticut’s fourth hospital, Waterbury Hospital is a full-service community health-care institution with centers of excellence in primary care, behavioral health and orthopaedics.
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